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Topic:
Response to divine discipline

Subject:
The correct response to divine discipline

Complement:
is to thank God that His mercy overshadows His justice

Purpose:
The listeners will recognize how God has disciplined them but also spared them from death for the purpose of evangelizing others.

Introduction

1. Last Sunday we left Jonah in the water, but, as we all know, that wasn’t the end of him.  If it was, then our Jonah series would already have ended.  

2. Verse 17 says a huge fish swallowed Jonah and he stayed there three days and three nights.  I’m not going to debate whether this was a fish or a whale.  Let’s just stay with the Hebrew word, which is “dag.”  Did you know he was in a “dag”?  That means fish, by the way!  Imagine just what that would be like:

a) Whenever you see a picture of Jonah in the belly of the fish he’s sitting among small fish, squid, and octopuses, with the great fish’s ribs arch above––or even setting up an office to write chapter 2.  But what would it really look like inside the fish?  Here’s a biblically accurate picture of what it really looked like [advance to black].  Well, did you think God provided a light switch in there?

b) What would he eat?  I hope he liked seafood!

c) Could he really breathe that long in there?  Wouldn’t the oxygen run out?  Actually, maybe the plants swallowed by the fish turned his carbon dioxide back into oxygen in sort of an eco-system!

3. It’s no surprise that the commentators have a problem with him actually being swallowed by the fish.  Even Leslie Allen, an “evangelical” lecturer at London Bible College, doubts this in his commentary on Jonah [read middle of p. 176].

4. Actually, it has been reported that modern men have also had similar experiences as Jonah [read OTS, 473].  

a) However, some doubt these modern stories [Leslie Allen, NICOT, 176]—just as they doubt the fish, Nineveh’s repentance, and its size.

b) In any event, the issue isn’t if it has happened in modern times.  The issue is if it happened in Jonah’s time.  Jesus said in Matthew 12:40 that He believed it, so this is good enough for me [read Archer, Enc. of Bible Diff., 301-2].

5. So I take the fish account to be true, but what kind of response would one expect Jonah to have in this situation?

a) Anger? “God, I obeyed you concerning the prophecy about Jeroboam.  Why do I have to go through all this torment just for one lousy act of disobedience?”

b) Pride? “Well, look here!  How often does God help drowning people by getting them swallowed by a huge fish?  I must really be special to the Lord!”

c) Suicidal Depression? “What?!  Inside a fish?  Why didn’t I die from drowning?  I’d rather have died quickly from drowning than to starve to death inside this marine monster! I hate sea food––and now, I AM sea food!”

6. But what was Jonah’s response?  I think as we see his response we can learn for ourselves how we should respond to God for His goodness despite our sin (subject).

I.
Jonah thanked God for delivering him from drowning (1:17—2:10).


[His response to God’s discipline and deliverance was to say thanks!]

A. God rescued him from death through a huge fish (1:17).

1. Notice that he was there for three days and three nights.  One scholar notes that in Sumerian myth at that time the phrase “three days and three nights” referred to the time it takes to travel to the underworld (Landes quoted by Allen, 213).

2. This reminds us of Jonah’s words in 2:2 that he went “to the depths of the grave.”

3. What’s the point here?  The fish was not a means of judgment but of deliverance!

(Let’s read how…)

B. Jonah thanked God for saving his life (2:1-9).

1. Jonah prayed a thanksgiving psalm recounting God’s deliverance.  It has three parts:

a) His answered prayer summarized (1-2)

b) His deliverance detailed (3-7)

c) His vow of praise promised (8-9)

2. Jonah acknowledged God’s answer (2:1-2).

a) Notice in the NIV that “the grave” has a footnote for an alternate translation of “Sheol,” which is the Hebrew word for the place of the dead.

b) This is like our saying that “he came close to death’s door” or “I almost died!”

3. Jonah lamented anticipating death in the sea before God delivered him via the fish (2:3-7).

a) Notice in verse 3 who is said to have hurled Jonah into the sea—God!  He knows that God ultimately was in control.  This word is used 5 times in Jonah [explain].

b) Then, even though God told him to “arise” (NAU) or “get up” (NIV, NLT) to go to Nineveh (1:1) and the captain tells him to “arise” (NAU) or “get up” (NIV, NLT) to pray to his god (1:6), he chose a downward journey:

(1) He “went down” (NIV) to Joppa (1:3a).

(2) He “had gone down” (NIV) below deck (1:5).

(3) After being cast down into the sea (1:15), he says he “sank down” to “the roots of the mountains” (NIV/NLT/NAU, 2:6)

(4) “This [threefold use of the Hebrew word for ‘down’] is clearly intended to depict a movement toward death (see Ps. 88:4-6; Prov. 5:5)” (Norman Fretheim, The Message of Jonah [Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1977], 48 in OTS notes, 613).
c) Jonah expresses hope to see temple twice in the psalm—verses 4 and 7.

d) He says that hope finally occurred “when my life was ebbing away” (2:7).  The Hebrew here conveys the idea of growing faint or losing consciousness (cf. Pss. 142:3; 143:4; Alexander, TOTC, 117).

e) In other words, he is now finally turning “up”!  While in total darkness, he is finally seeing the light!

4. Jonah vowed that God’s grace has motivated him to obey by offering sacrifices and by going to Nineveh (2:8-9).

a) It’s interesting to note that Jonah places himself on God’s side and the idolaters on the other, when in actual fact the idolaters were the real heroes in chapter 1!

b) Jonah commits himself to making sacrifices in Jerusalem’s temple (v. 9a).

c) He also commits himself to make good on his vow—presumably his vow to obey the Lord and go to Nineveh (v. 9b).

(And now for God’s response to Jonah’s response?)

C. God gave him a second chance by delivering him from the fish (2:10).

1. God gave the fish a divinely-ordained bellyache.

2. The timing was perfect too—for the fish vomited him out right onto land.


(So Jonah’s response was one of thanksgiving to God—even in the midst of divine discipline.  But what about us?  How should we respond in times when God is disciplining us?)

II.
We should thank God that He spares us despite our disobedience.

[We sin, God disciplines—but are we really thankful that He treats us with grace?]

A. Last month an interesting thing occurred.  I found ants in my bathroom.  I can understand the kitchen where there’s food, but why the bathroom?  Well, I just crushed them with my bare hands.  You know, God is so powerful that he could easily smash us like ants.

B. Which motivates us more to obedience: God’s grace or law?

1. Which gives you more incentive to serve the Lord and live a godly life?

a) The thought that if you don’t then God will get you—that’s law.

b) Or do you serve Him as a response to His goodness and grace to you?

2. Titus 2:11-14 tells us that grace is a better motivator to obedience.

(What is grace anyway?  And how does it differ from mercy?  and justice?)

C. Distinguishing between these terms make help us understand God’s goodness better:

1. Grace is… God giving us what we don’t deserve (eternal life, forgiveness, deliverance)

2. Mercy is… God not giving us what we do deserve (hell, punishment, short life)

3. Justice is… God giving us what we do deserve (divine discipline)

D. Think for a moment just how good God is to us erring creatures.

1. Let’s suppose you’re one of the really good ones among those in this room—you hardly ever sin—only three times a day.  This includes every unholy thought, word which comes from your mouth, attitudes, etc.  Still this would amount to over 1000 sins a year.  And how old are you?  We’re talking tens of thousands of sins!

2. You’d think a righteous God wouldn’t be able to stand such sin—and He can’t!  But His grace overshadows His justice, and His justice was satisfied at the cross.

3. God’s grace prevents us from premature death too.  Have you ever thought about how many times we come close to death every day—far more than those in Jonah’s time?

a) My last look at automobile deaths at the Traffic Police headquarters claimed, “There have been 234 deaths this year.” Wow, that could have been you or me!

b) Bodily viruses could also easily take our lives, but God has put into us an immune system.  He’s also given us the sense to avoid activities that make people more prone to AIDS and other harmful diseases that typically hit those who make wrong lifestyle choices.

4. God has been so gracious to me in my life [narrate slide notes at bottom of each slide].

5. Optional (if time)—We should especially be grateful that God deals graciously with us when we have failed Him like Jonah did.  [Story of our offering fiasco in 1991.]

6. How do we know if difficulty is divine discipline?

a) Does it really make much difference: natural consequences or divine discipline?

b) The issue is our response:

(1) “Be thankful for all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 5:18 NLT).

(2) Remember also that discipline itself is a form of deliverance!

(Well, how can we sum up chapter 2 of Jonah?  I’d say it this way…”)

Conclusion
1. Thank God His mercy overshadows His justice! (Main Idea)

2. Do you want what you deserve?!  Don’t ask God for what you deserve!

3. How has God shown His grace and mercy in your life—instead of giving you justice (what you deserve)?  How has He shown His grace to you even in His discipline?

a) A place of ministry you don’t deserve?

b) A special blessing in terms of family, healing, opportunities?

c) How are you experiencing His grace right now?

4. Let’s take some time this right now sharing in small groups how the Lord has been good to us when we haven’t deserved it.  

a) That’s what Jonah did!

b) Fortunately we can do it in a well-lit, air-conditioned room—not a fish stomach!

c) Thought Questions

(1) What are some different ways you respond to difficulties God allows in your life?

(2) Explain what “Thank God His mercy overshadows His justice” means to you personally.

(3) Describe what you think life would be like for you now had you not become a Christian.

(4) What are some tangible ways that you can respond to His call for you to share Him with others?

5. Now in your small group, thank God for at least 10 things—only thanksgiving prayer!

6. Sing “The Fire” 

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

2:17
Was this a fish or a whale?


How could Jonah eat in the fish or breathe?


Has a man being swallowed by a fish and yet still lived ever happened before?

3:1
What kind of prayer is this: repentance? praise? anger? lament? wisdom? thanksgiving?

2
Did Jonah see the fish as God’s judgment or His deliverance?

3
Who hurled Jonah: the sailors? Jonah himself? or God?

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Lo!
Jonah 2
Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The great fish is God's sovereign and merciful means of deliverance for Jonah, who pictures the thankful response Israel should have towards God for His mercy to the nation even in its self-sufficient indifference to its missionary mandate.

I.
(1:17) God provides a great fish as His merciful means of deliverance for Jonah to picture God's mercy to the nation even in its self-sufficient indifference to its missionary mandate.

II.
(2:1-9) Jonah's psalm of thanksgiving for being delivered by the fish is recorded to encourage Israel to also thank God for His mercy shown in sparing the nation despite its disobedience.

A.
(2:1-2) Jonah’s prayer acknowledges God’s answer.

B.
(2:3-7) Jonah laments anticipating death in the sea before God delivered him through the fish.

C.
(2:8-9) Jonah vows that God’s grace has motivated him to obey by offering sacrifices and by going to Nineveh.

III. (2:10) The fish vomits Jonah by God's command to illustrate how God sovereignly uses even nature to motivate His people to fulfill their missionary mandate.

Homiletical Exposition  (simple inductive form)

Introduce Subject: How should we respond to God for His goodness despite our sin?

I.
Jonah thanked God for delivering him from drowning (1:17—2:10)

A.
God rescued him from death via a huge fish (1:17).

B.
Jonah thanked God for saving his life (2:1-9).

1.
(2:1-2) Jonah’s prayer acknowledges God’s answer.

2.
(2:3-7) Jonah laments anticipating death in the sea before God delivered him via the fish.

3.
(2:8-9) Jonah vows that God’s grace has motivated him to obey by offering sacrifices and by going to Nineveh.

C.
God gave him a second chance by delivering him from the fish (2:10).

I.
Jonah thanked God for delivering him from drowning (1:17—2:10).

II.
We should thank God that He spares us despite our disobedience.

A.


Main Idea: Thank God that His mercy overshadows His justice!

Bulletin Outline (filled in)

Subject: How should we respond to God for His goodness despite our sin?

I.
Jonah thanked God for delivering him from drowning (1:17—2:10).

II.
We should thank God that He spares us despite our disobedience.

Main Idea: Thank God that His mercy overshadows His justice!

Bulletin Outline (blanks)

Subject: How should we respond to God for His goodness despite our sin?

I.
Jonah ______________ God for delivering him from drowning (1:17—2:10).

II.
We should _______________ God that He spares us despite our _____________________.

Main Idea: Thank God that His ___________ overshadows His ___________________!

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Title

Passage

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): 

I.


II.


III.


Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: 

Introduction

1. Interest: 

2. Need: 

3. Subject or CPS: 

4. Background: 

5. Text: 

6. Preview: 

7. Transition: 

I.


II.


III.


Conclusion

1.  (MI/CPS).

2. Main Points

3. Exhortation/Application

Discussion Questions:

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Optional Story: In 1910 a woman in America grew very sick while pregnant.  The doctor felt it would be dangerous for her to bear a child, and he strongly recommended an abortion.  However, she was convinced that the Lord wanted her to have the child, and her faith was rewarded.  She gave birth to a boy named John, which means “God has been gracious,” and she regained her health and lived past the century mark—past 100 years!  He son’s full name was John Walvoord, the past president of Dallas Seminary and one of the most influential scholars of this century.
2. My friend Elton Gillam knew that God called him to serve him full-time in his 20s.  But he resisted this for 30 years and paid the price.  His kids went through marriages and divorces—his son was once married only 4 hours before he divorced his new wife!  Eventually Elton was a broken man who understood God’s grace towards him despite his sin.  But after he finally thanked God by faith for sparing his life, he is now the most radiant Christian I know!

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text

Lo!

Jonah 2

Introduction
How would you expect Jonah to respond to his being swallowed by a huge fish?

I.
Jonah _____________thanked God for delivering him from drowning (1:17—2:10).

A.
God rescued him from death through a huge fish (1:17).

B.
Jonah thanked God for saving his life (2:1-9).

1.
Jonah’s prayer acknowledged God’s answer (2:1-2).

2.
Jonah lamented anticipating death in the sea before God delivered him via the fish (2:3-7).

3.
Jonah vowed that God’s grace has motivated him to obey by offering sacrifices and by going to Nineveh (2:8-9).

C.
God gave him a second chance by delivering him from the fish (2:10).

(How should we respond to God for His goodness despite our sin?  —Subject)

II.
We should ____________thank God that He spares us despite our _____________disobedience.

A.
Which motivates us more to obedience: God’s grace or law?  (Titus 2:11-14)

B.
Distinguishing between these terms make help us understand God’s goodness better:

•
Grace is… God giving us what we don’t deserve (eternal life, forgiveness, deliverance)
•
Mercy is… God not giving us what we do deserve (hell, punishment, short life)
•
Justice is… God giving us what we do deserve (divine discipline)
Main Idea: Thank God His mercy overshadows His justice!

Thought Questions

1.
What are some different ways you respond to difficulties God allows in your life?

2.
Explain what “Thank God His mercy overshadows His justice” means to you personally.

3.
Describe what you think life would be like for you now had you not become a Christian.

4.
What are some tangible ways that you can respond to His call for you to share Him with others?
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